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The Newsletter for Marshall University

February 21, 2018

First female, African American to head Library of Congress to
visit Marshall today
Dr. Carla Hayden, the 14th Librarian of Congress, will
speak at 4 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, at the Joan C.
Edwards Performing Arts Center as part of Marshall
University’s Dr. Carter G. Woodson Lyceum
celebration of Black History Month 2018.
Hayden, who will deliver the annual Carter G. Woodson
Lecture, is the first woman and first African American
to serve as Librarian of Congress. She was sworn in
Sept.14, 2016, after being nominated by President
Barack Obama and confirmed by the U.S. Senate. She
had previously served as CEO of the Enoch Pratt Free
Library in Baltimore and served as a member of the
National Museum and Library Services Board since
2010.
Her career in libraries began in the 1970s, when she
served as a library associate and children’s librarian, and
then the young adult services coordinator, at the
Chicago Public Library, which includes a regional
branch named in honor of Woodson.
Hayden has also served as library services coordinator for the Museum of Science and Industry
in Chicago, an assistant professor of library and information science at the University of
Pittsburgh and as deputy commissioner and chief librarian of the Chicago Public Library.
Hayden was the first African American to receive Library Journal’s Librarian of the Year Award
for her work at the Pratt Library in Baltimore, where she was involved in establishing an afterschool center for teens who wanted homework assistance and college and career counseling.
Hayden earned her bachelor’s degree from Roosevelt University and master’s and Ph.D. from
the Graduate Library School of the University of Chicago.

“She is a past president of the American Library Association and is extremely well-regarded
among librarians and the public more generally as a consummate professional,” said Dr.
Montserrat Miller, executive director of the John Deaver Drinko Academy, which is helping
sponsor Hayden’s visit. “In her capacity as Librarian of Congress, she has engendered renewed
enthusiasm for the crucial role that libraries across the U.S. play in preserving the vitality of the
open society upon which all democracies depend.

“Libraries are portals that allow us access to a vast universe of ideas; they permit us to explore
the wider worlds of literature, art, and music; and they facilitate our collective efforts to engage
in the critical assessment of that which is fact and that which is fiction at a time in history when
the concept of truth itself has endured significant erosion,” Miller continued. “The John Deaver
Drinko Academy at Marshall University is honored to collaborate with the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson Lyceum to host Dr. Carla Hayden’s lecture and visit to our campus. We will be
celebrating Dr. Hayden’s achievements and those of all who help to enrich our lives through
their work as professional librarians.”

U.S. Sen. Shelley Moore Capito and U.S. Rep. Evan Jenkins will be part of the program.

Satellite libraries to close early for Librarian of Congress visit
today
Marshall University satellite libraries will be operating on modified schedules today
(Wednesday, Feb. 21) in order for library faculty and staff to attend the presentation of the 14th
Librarian of Congress, Dr. Carla Hayden, on the Huntington campus.
The South Charleston campus library will be closing at 2 p.m. and the James E. Morrow Library
on the Huntington campus will close at 3 p.m. Normal hours will resume on Thursday, Feb. 22.
In addition, the Special Collections department and the Morrow Stacks in Morrow Library will
remain closed Thursday, Feb. 22, for participation in History Day activities at the West Virginia
Capitol. Government documents, classrooms and the testing center will remain open regular
hours.
All Marshall University library facilities will resume regular hours Friday, Feb 23. Current hours
for all facilities are available at www.marshall.edu/library/hours.

Marshall School of Medicine receives multi-million dollar grant
to research obesity and related diseases
Uma Sundaram, M.D., vice dean for research at the
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine and a board-certified gastroenterologist, has
been awarded a five-year, $10.78 million grant from the
National Institutes of Health to investigate obesity and
obesity-related conditions.
“Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine continues its outstanding work to improve the
health and well-being of West Virginians,” said
President Jerome A. “Jerry” Gilbert. “This federal
funding underscores the importance of the work being
done here on obesity and its related disorders. I want to
commend Dr. Uma Sundaram, the grant’s principal
investigator, and his team for their unwavering
commitment to investigating issues that affect the citizens of our region in particular, and those
across the country.”
This is the first time in nearly 15 years that Marshall’s medical school has received a prestigious
Centers of Biomedical Research Excellence (COBRE) grant and is the largest programmatic
award in the school’s history. The federal funding is designed to help strengthen an institution’s
biomedical research infrastructure.
“I am incredibly proud of our wonderful group of senior researchers led by Uma Sundaram, Gary
Rankin, Zijian Xie and others who have obtained this grant to ensure the professional
development of our talented junior investigators,” said Joseph I. Shapiro, M.D., dean of the
school of medicine. “Such funding is essential to continue our mission here at Marshall.”
Sundaram is a busy researcher whose previous work included studies in hepatitis C,
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), peptic ulcer disease and Barrett’s esophagus, among other
areas. His current research focusing on IBD, colon cancer and obesity is funded by grants from
the National Institutes of Health, the Veteran’s Administration and WV Higher Education Policy
Commission. He will serve as the principal investigator and program director of the COBREfunded Appalachian Center for Cellular transport in Obesity-Related Disorders (ACCORD) at
the medical school.
“Many of the diseases we see in West Virginia and central Appalachia have their roots in
widespread obesity that’s prevalent in the region,” Sundaram said. “This funding is important
because it supports obesity research by young investigators at Marshall, thus building a strong
foundation to support research which will have a significant impact on the future health of those
in our state and region.”

U.S. Rep. Evan Jenkins, who announced first-year funding of the project last week, commended
Marshall researchers for their work.
Sundaram’s team at Marshall includes Drs. Subha Arthur, Travis Salisbury, Maria Serrat,
Yanling Yan, Isabel Perez, Elaine Hardman, Todd Gress, Todd Green, Richard Egleton, James
Denvir, Gary Rankin, Zijian Xie, Jung Han Kim, Don Primerano, Sutodeim Akpanudo and Mike
Norton.

Classes at Hurricane High School to be held as scheduled
despite work stoppage
Marshall University classes at Hurricane High School will be held at the school as scheduled
despite the statewide teacher and school service personnel work stoppage scheduled for
tomorrow and Friday.
Union leadership and the Putnam County school superintendent have agreed the school will
remain open for Marshall University classes.
Affected students should disregard the earlier announcement of class relocation plans. All
classes will be held at Hurricane High School as scheduled tomorrow, Feb. 22.
There are no Marshall classes scheduled at Hurricane High School on the second day of the work
stoppage, Friday, Feb. 23.
Should there be any further changes, the campus community will be notified immediately.
For more information, e-mail prisk@marshall.edu or call 304-757-7223.

Internationally renowned scientist to speak today
Dr. Cynthia Ebinger, GeoPrisms
Distinguished Lecturer and Marshall Heape
Chair in Geology at Tulane University, will
give two talks at Marshall Feb. 21. She will
speak at noon and at 4 p.m. in Room 276 of
the Science Building on the topic,
“Continental Rifting: Flavors of East Africa.”
Dr. Ebinger is internationally known for her
research on plate tectonics.

‘Faculty Coffee with the President’ series to continue in March
President Jerry Gilbert is hosting a series of informal discussions
with faculty. The series, called “Faculty Coffee with the
President,” includes at least three programs each semester, with
each program offering 12-15 faculty members the opportunity to
participate.
The discussions focus on a variety of timely higher education
topics, and President Gilbert distributes articles to the
participants in advance as a way to jump-start the discussions.
Possible topics for this semester include free speech on campus,
faculty collegiality, campus climate for students, student and
faculty evaluations, and relationship boundaries for faculty.
“We are not necessarily trying to solve a problem, but just have a
discussion,” said Gilbert. “It is an opportunity for me to get to know faculty members better and
for us to interact in an informal, casual setting.”

Participation in the discussion groups is balanced so at least one faculty member from each
college has the opportunity to participate in every event. Faculty members may voluntarily
request to have a seat in the discussion by contacting the Office of the President. If the response
for any session is greater than the available seats, a waiting list is established.
The next “Faculty Coffee with the President” will be Tuesday, March 6, from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. in Drinko Library 426. To request consideration to be included in one of the discussions,
please call Cora Pyles at 304-696-2300.

Classified Staff Council to hold special election; nominations
due March 6
The Classified Staff Council will hold an election to fill vacancies for the following:
One Vacancy in EEO 40 – Technical and Paraprofessional
Three Vacancies in EEO 50 – Clerical
One Vacancy in EEO 60/70 – Service and Maintenance
The staff members elected during this election will finish the remainder of the current term,
which will end on June 30, 2019.
Nomination forms were distributed by e-mail on Tuesday, Feb. 20 Nomination forms are due in
the Staff Council Office no later than 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 6. No nominations will be
accepted after that date.
All employees of EEO Groups 40 and 60/70 are permitted to nominate one (1) eligible employee
from their respective EEO Group for these positions, including themselves. All employees of
EEO Group 50 are permitted to nominate three (3) eligible employees from their EEO 50 Group
for these positions, including themselves. Please consult the Classified Employees Constitution
and By-Laws, Bylaw VI, Section 4 for questions on eligibility: www.marshall.edu/staffcouncil/forms/.
Electronic voting will be available from Friday, March 16, at 6 a.m. through Monday, March 19,
at midnight. All voting will be electronic. There will be no paper ballot voting.
If you should have any questions regarding the election please contact Nina Barrett, Election
Committee Chair, by e-mail at barrett@marshall.edu or by phone at extension 6-2216; or Katie
Counts at the Staff Council Office by e-mail at easter@marshall.edu or by phone at extension 62222.

Marshall students and staff help in liberation of child trafficking
victims
A group of Marshall University’s Digital Forensics
and Information Assurance students, faculty, and
staff have assisted in the liberation of nearly 40 child
trafficking victims and the arrest of 10 suspected
traffickers. They did so through a partnership with
the nonprofit group Operation Underground
Railroad (O.U.R.). The effort took place in recent
months and involved sex trafficking in Latin
America, the Caribbean and Southeast Asia.
John Sammons, director of Marshall’s Digital
Forensics and Information Assurance program in the
College of Science, heard about O.U.R on a podcast
and thought the students in Marshall’s Open Source Intelligence Exchange (OSIX) program
could help. The OSIX program uses selected and vetted college students to provide open source
intelligence collection and analysis for law enforcement and other clients.
Sammons approached Matt Osborne, senior vice president of Rescue and Recovery of O.U.R.,
whom he’d met at a conference in Dallas, and Marshall students started work on this project in
October of 2017. O.U.R. operatives used intelligence gathered by Marshall students to work
undercover investigations on the other side of the world.
“Many people have contributed their time and talents to the issue,” Sammons said. “Assistant
Professors Josh Brunty and Bill Gardner, along with the School of Forensic and Criminal Justice
Sciences’ director, Dr. Dru Bora, have been heavily involved in the project as well. In addition,
Tiffany Hussell, the program manager for the School of Forensic and Criminal Justice Sciences
has assisted. Mrs. Hussell is fluent in Spanish and helped immensely.”
Students were thankful to be part of the effort.
“When the opportunity to be a part of this program came up, I filled out the application
immediately,” said Marshall senior Cole Linder.
“The opportunity to gather intelligence for a real-world operation has been the most rewarding
experience throughout my college career,” said student Emily Hudson. “Not many undergraduate
students can say they have seen the numbers of children they assisted in saving.”
This was one example of a positive outcome for both the cause and for students’ education,
Sammons said.
“It’s a horrible situation out there, with all the sex trafficking and victimization of children. You
just can’t let that stand,” Sammons said.

“Though this experience is different from other classes, this is something that I truly want to do,”
said student Stacy Cossin. “This experience has been truly rewarding because as a group we
were able to improve the quality of people’s lives. It is an amazing feeling to know that you are
part of a team that can truly work together to make a small change.”
Operation Underground Railroad is a registered 501(c)3 organization. Bringing together former
CIA, Navy SEALs, and Special Ops operatives, O.U.R. partners with local law enforcement
agencies around the world to save children from human trafficking. Founded by CEO Tim
Ballard at the end of 2013, O.U.R. has to date rescued 1,013 victims and helped arrest 462
suspected traffickers worldwide.
O.U.R. is grateful for its partnership with Marshall University and its Open Source Intelligence
program, Osborne said. During the fall semester of 2017, Sammons’ students provided reports to
support O.U.R. child rescue operations in Latin America, the Caribbean and Southeast Asia, he
said.
“To date, this intelligence has assisted in the liberation of almost 40 child trafficking victims in
Mexico and Peru, and in the arrest of some 10 suspected traffickers,” he said. “These Marshall
University students are experts in scraping the web and leveraging online social media accounts
to help O.U.R.’s law enforcement partners advance their child sexual exploitation
cases. Currently, O.U.R. operatives are using intelligence gathered by Marshall students to work
undercover investigations in Thailand and Ecuador. We look forward to a continued partnership
with Marshall throughout 2018 and beyond.”
O.U.R is coming to Marshall’s Huntington campus in March for a workshop and presentation.
The university is also a part of the Bluegrass State Intelligence Community Center of Academic
Excellence (BGS IC CAE). The goal of this program is to prepare the next generation of
intelligence and security professionals including national security, homeland security, law
enforcement, and private sector security. The workshop is for students in the BGS IC CAE and
law enforcement.
For more information, contact John Sammons by e-mail at sammons17@marshall.edu or by
phone at 304-696-7241, or visit www.ourrescue.org.
—————

Photos: (Above) Marshall University’s OSIX team includes, from left, Cole Linder, Robert
Dean, Shannon Faulkner, Whitney McAtee, Moya Dixon, Emily Hudson, Tiffany Hussell, Scott
Ballengee, and Blake Lawrence. Not pictured: Stacy Cossin and Madline Flanagan. (Below)
Cole Linder working on an OSIX report.

49th annual Winter Jazz Festival to take place this week

Marshall’s 49th annual Winter Jazz Festival will take place beginning Thursday, Feb. 22, and
continue through Saturday, Feb. 24, in Smith Recital Hall on Marshall’s Huntington campus.
Special guest artists will include pianist Bob Thompson and jazz bassist Tom Hildreth.
Fifteen regional middle school and high school bands will be present for adjudication on Friday
and Saturday, and concerts, which are free and open to the public, will take place at 6 p.m.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
The Cabell Midland Jazz Ensemble will be featured in the Thursday night opening concert, along
with the MU Jazz II ensemble, composed of Marshall students. On Friday, both guest artists will
perform with the Marshall University Faculty Jazz Combo, and on Saturday, both will join the
Jazz I Ensemble, also composed of Marshall students.
Thompson is a prominent West Virginia jazz musical icon and regular on West Virginia Public
Broadcasting’s “Mountain Stage.” Hildreth is from Charlotte, North Carolina, and has performed
and recorded with some of the best jazz and commercial artists of the past century.
Although admission to the concerts is free, organizers will ask for donations toward the jazz
program at Marshall.

Early named recipient of award from national student affairs
group
Dr. Sherry Early, assistant professor of leadership studies, has been named this
year’s recipient of the NASPA Region II Fred Turner Award for Outstanding
Service to NASPA.
NASPA, an organization of student affairs administrators in higher education,
annually recognizes individuals who have made significant and outstanding
contributions to their institutions and to the fields of student affairs and higher
education.
She will be recognized formally at the NASPA Region II Conference, June 35. She will also have an opportunity to be recognized during
the NASPA Region II business meeting at the NASPA Annual Convention March 3-7 in
Philadelphia.

Marshall business students finish strong in Peoples Bank
Competition
A team of business students sponsored by the Marshall University Lewis College of Business
was named a finalist in the sixth annual Peoples Bank Undergraduate Case Study Competition,
which was facilitated by Peoples Bank executives and hosted by Marietta College Feb. 10.
Dr. Marc Sollosy, team advisor and associate professor of management, said the experiences the
students receive at this annual competition help prepare them for their future careers.
“The Peoples Bank case competition provided our students with an exceptional opportunity to
transition classroom knowledge into a real-world environment,” Sollosy said. “They were
presented with situations that the bank has actually experienced and are asked to formulate and
present workable recommendations for the bank to implement.”
Sixteen college teams competed: Marshall University, Ohio State University, Cleveland State
University, University of Akron, Ohio University, Kentucky State University, Marietta College
(two teams), Ohio Northern University, Oberlin College, University of Mt. Union, College of
Wooster, Ohio Valley University, Tiffin University, Heidelberg University and Denison
University.

Dr. Avi Mukherjee, dean of the Lewis College of Business, said the college will continue to
provide opportunities like this to their students.
“I’m very proud of the students’ strong performance at this annual case study competition under
the guidance of Dr. Sollosy,” Mukherjee said. “The colleg

Foundation establishes Larry and Toby Ann Nitardy Scholarship
The Marshall University Foundation Inc. has established the Larry
and Toby Ann Nitardy Scholarship to benefit full-time students from
Kentucky, Ohio and West Virginia who are enrolled in the
university’s H.E.L.P. (Higher Education for Learning Problems)
program.
Larry Nitardy is a 1973 graduate of the university’s business
management program and Toby Nitardy is a 1971 elementary
education graduate. After nearly 35 years of continued giving to the university, they are honored
members of the foundation’s President’s Circle. As first-generation college students, they
decided to fund this scholarship because Marshall University has given them so much.
“To us, Marshall serves as a foundation for an empowered life, one where we reason and make
decisions all the time,” Larry Nitardy said. “Marshall gave us a place to learn, but also a place to
learn to reason and make decisions for ourselves. This prepared us for the competitive world of
business, as well as the delicate world of education. Both of us found that we were very
competitive contributors in our chosen worlds. We attribute that to the fact that Marshall made us
‘think,’ not just memorize facts and figures.”
Larry Nitardy said being on campus during the November 1970 plane crash also made it easy to
commit to the university community.
“We’ve been blessed to give a bit since our graduations in the early 70s,” Larry Nitardy said.
“College is about more than the classroom, but it is 100% about building a foundation for logic
and decision making. Learning discernment and managing resources serve you well for your
entire life. There is an amazing exchange of thoughts and ideas in most of those classes that is as
important as anything the professors can share, the Internet can provide or the books can
explain.”
For questions about a student’s eligibility for the Larry and Toby Ann Nitardy Scholarship,
please contact the Office of Student Financial Aid at Marshall University. For questions about
starting a scholarship at Marshall, please contact Krystle Davis at the Marshall University
Foundation by phone at 304-696-6781 or by e-mail at krystle.davis@marshall.edu.
——

Photo: Marshall alumni Toby (’71) and Larry (’73) Nitardy have established a renewable
scholarship to help Kentucky, Ohio or West Virginia students who are in the Marshall University
H.E.L.P. program.

Marshall’s Amicus Curiae Lecture Series to explore the impact
of Title IX in upcoming event
Marshall will present Dr. Anne Marie Lofaso as the first speaker of its
Spring 2018 Amicus Curiae Lecture Series. She will speak at 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 1, in the Brad D. Smith Foundation Hall on “The
Impact of Title IX on Women and Society: Two Steps Forward, One Step
Backward.” This lecture, offered as part of Women’s History Month, will
explore the impact that Title IX has had on young female athletes, from
the personal point of view of a first beneficiary of that law.
Lofaso is the Arthur B. Hodges Professor of Law at West Virginia University College of Law,
where she teaches labor and employment law, jurisprudence, and comparative and international
work law. She is also currently a research associate for the Oxford Human Rights Hub at the
University of Oxford, England, and a research scholar for the New York University Center for
Labor and Employment.
“We are delighted to welcome Dr. Lofaso to speak about an important milestone for women in
education and athletics,” said Patricia Proctor, director of the Simon Perry Center for
Constitutional Democracy. “This milestone has had a tremendous impact on society and Dr.
Lofaso can address this not only from a legal and cultural perspective, but also from her own
experience as an athlete.”
Lofaso earned her undergraduate degree from Harvard University, her law degree from the
University of Pennsylvania, and a doctorate in philosophy from Oxford, where she read law and
jurisprudence as a Fulbright Scholar. Between 1983 and 1986, Lofaso was a diver for the
Harvard Women’s Varsity Team, an NCAA Division I program.
In 2016, she served as the Keeley Visiting Fellow, Wadham College, University of Oxford, and a
visiting scholar on the Oxford law faculty. She is a four-time winner of her law school’s
outstanding faculty scholarship award, 2010 WVU Law professor of the year, and recipient of
the 2013 WVU Foundation Award for Outstanding Teaching and the 2014 Claude Worthington
Benedum Distinguished Scholar Award. Before teaching law school, she spent 10 years as an
attorney with the National Labor Relations Board’s Appellate and Supreme Court branches.

The lecture series continues April 5 with a lecture by Dr. Sophia Z. Lee on “The Workplace
Constitution: From the New Deal to the New Right.” Lee is a professor of law and history and
deputy dean of the University of Pennsylvania Law School.
The final lecture of the series this semester will be April 16 by Dr. Jan-Werner Mueller, whose
lecture will be titled, “After Populism.” Mueller is a professor of politics at Princeton University.
There, he also directs the Project in the History of Political Thought.
All lectures will begin at 7 p.m. in the Brad D. Smith Foundation Hall.
The Amicus Curiae Lecture Series is supported by a grant from the West Virginia Humanities
Council. For more information, contact Patricia Proctor, director of the Simon Perry Center for
Constitutional Democracy by e-mail at patricia.proctor@marshall.edu or by phone at 304-6962801.

West Virginians invited to share memories at West Virginia
History Day
Representatives of the history department will be at the West Virginia Capitol from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. tomorrow for History Day, and they will be hoping to record residents’ memories of their
state history.
They will have a table, along with a camera and lighting, at the event and will invite attendees to
record their memories of historic events and places for the Clio history app (www.theclio.com).
The Clio app, which was named for the muse of history in Greek mythology, provides GPSguided information on historical and cultural landmarks in both small towns and large cities
across the United States. The videos filmed at History Day may be used to enhance entries found
through the app.
“We also hope to compile a short video about the value of history based on respondents’ answers
to questions about what West Virginia and West Virginia history means to them,” said Dr. David
Trowbridge, creator of the Clio app and an associate professor of history at Marshall.
The filming and interviewing will be done by Americorps members and students, with the help
of librarians and faculty, Trowbridge said. Professors and students will be on hand to
demonstrate Clio, talk about West Virginia history, and share some of the virtual reality
technology.
The filming will be done by Kyle Warmack, a ten-year veteran of the film and television
industry. Warmack recently relocated to West Virginia from Los Angeles to volunteer as an

AmeriCorps member with Clio. “My lifelong passion for history inspired the move,” Warmack
explained, “because Clio allows me to study and share history in a way that reaches so many
people so that I can see the difference I am making.” Warmack has embraced West Virginia and
works to spread awareness of Clio while also using the platform to record and share the histories
of its residents.
For more information, contact Trowbridge by e-mail at david.trowbridge@marshall.edu or by
phone at 304-696-2717 or visit
www.wvculture.org/history/historyday/historyday2018announcement.html.

Marshall Theatre production of ‘Alabama Rain’ continues this
weekend
The Marshall University School of Theatre continues its
performances of “Alabama Rain,” by Heather McCutchen,
starting tomorrow night.
Remaining performances are Thursday, Feb. 22, through
Saturday, Feb. 24 at 7:30 p.m. nightly in the Francis-Booth
Experimental Theatre in the Joan C. Edwards Performing
Arts Center.
In “Alabama Rain,” McCutchen tells the tale of five sisters
living in a mythic,al southern town where it has not rained in
40 years. The play examines the perils of a stagnant
existence as the sisters’ thirst for fertility and growth. Monty
Lou’s been pregnant for 10 years; Laurie Laurie’s dead spirit
sings from the old magnolia tree; Pheenie’s walking the
entire coast of Florida; Rachel’s gone to fetch the Ouija
board; and little Dallas LaDean is determined to save them

all. When the order of their lives suddenly deteriorates, the LaDean family begins a magical
quest for water. They struggle with a mysterious well that runs deep in their own backyard,
which may or may not have water somewhere at the bottom. In Alabama Rain, these women do
battle with the powerful force of “the way things have always been.”
Tickets are $20 for general admission and $15 for Marshall University faculty and
staff. Marshall University students are admitted with a valid ID.
Call 304-696-2787 for tickets.

Med School Diversity awards open for nominations; ceremony
is March 29
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine’s Office of Diversity and Inclusion is hosting its very
first Awards Ceremony on Thursday, March 29, in the Brad D. Smith Foundation Hall on the
Huntington campus from 6 to 8 p.m.
Nominations are being accepted online until Friday, Feb. 23, at
http://jcesom.marshall.edu/diversity. Free ticket registration is available online at
http://ODIawards.eventbrite.com.
Click to view flyer.
Click to view further nomination information.

Five for Fighting and string quartet, piano to perform at the
Keith-Albee March 8
Presented by Cabell Huntington Hospital, Five For Fighting,
accompanied by piano and string quartet, will be performing at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, March 8, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts
Center. With hit songs “Superman (It’s Not Easy),” “The Riddle,”
“100 Years” and “What If,” John Ondrasik is sure to sing his way
into your heart with poignant lyrics that tug at your emotions.
Ondrasik, the man behind the name, one-man show and avid
hockey fan, based his title on the five-minute penalty one receives
for fighting on the rink. He will be joined by opening act Marie
Miller.
Ondrasik released his first album, “Message for Albert,” in 1997,
but his follow-up, “American Town,” is what catapulted him onto
the music scene. The album featured “Superman (It’s Not Easy),”
which went platinum, was #1 on Adult Top 40, #2 on Hot AC and
in the top 10 of the Top 40 List. The hit single also served as an anthem during the 9/11 attacks
on American soil. His 2004 album, “Battle for Everything,” spawned the double platinum song
of nostalgia, “100 Years.” Ondrasik’s music has been featured in countless movies, TV shows
and advertisements, such as “The Blind Side” and “Hawaii Five-O.” He has even written songs
for the Backstreet Boys.
Since launching his music career, Ondrasik has sold over 2.5 million albums. However, people
are far more important to Ondrasik than the music. He has given away a million copies of a fivevolume compilation album he created for the United States troops. His song “World” launched
www.whatkindofworlddoyouwant.com, where fans uploaded videos showing their
interpretations of what a better world would look like. The initiative raised a quarter of a million
dollars and was donated to Augie’s Quest, Autism Speaks, Fisher House Foundation, Save the
Children and Operation Homefront.
The Grammy-nominated singer is also a featured speaker from Ted Talks to the Salk Institute,
has performed for NASA to commemorate the conclusion of the Space Shuttle Mission, has been
a sports commentator for SI.com, and has been a special guest on ESPN SportsCenter.
For a memorable evening of music for the soul, purchase your tickets today. Ticket prices are
$54.21/43.30/32.39. Contact the Marshall Artists Series Box Office at 304-696-6656 or order
tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also visit our box office located in the Joan C.
Edwards Playhouse on the Marshall University campus. Box office hours are Monday through
Friday, noon to 5 p.m.

Five for Fighting is sponsored by Cabell Huntington Hospital, I Heart Radio, The HeraldDispatch, WSAZ and Marshall University,

Marshall to host recital celebrating Japanese musical traditions
and trends
Marshall University’s Japanese Program in the
Department of Modern Languages has organized a
musical celebration of Japanese culture. It will present
“Masayo Ishigure and Koto 360º Recital” Friday, March
9, at Smith Recital Hall. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and the
performance begins at 7 p.m.
Koto 360º is an exploration of the current trends in
Japanese performing arts, presenting a comprehensive
sampling of newly composed music, unique instrument
pairings and diverse collaborations, including shamisen,
shakuhachi, classical guitar and piano. The recital also will feature a variety of traditional
Japanese musical instruments.
Masayo Ishigure is a koto virtuoso who travels the United States performing concerts with the
traditional Japanese instrument and exploring an array of musical influences, from classical to
jazz and more. Learn more about her music at http://masayoishigure.com.
Principal artists will be Ishigure (koto), John Kaizan Neptune (shakuhachi), Michael Gilsinan
and Ken Huchinson (classical guitar), and the MIYABI Koto Ensemble. Marshall music student
Megan Bailey will perform on the piano.
The event is free and open to the public.
Ishigure is also planning a visit to Meadows Elementary School that day.
Organized by the university’s Japanese program with support from the School of Music, the
recital has received sponsorship from Okuno International, Kureha, Diamond Electric, Nippon
Thermostat, Japan Outreach Initiative, MU Student Affairs, the College of Liberal Arts, and the
Department of Modern Languages.
To learn more, contact Dr. Natsuki Fukunaga Anderson, associate professor and director of the
Japanese program, at andersonn@marshall.edu or 304-696-3543.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Feb. 28, 2018. Please send items for
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 26, 2018.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/February-21-2018.

